HIGHWAY 32 MESSENGER

June 15, 2025

Highway 32 Church of Christ
1688 Tri-County Highway

P.O. Box 642

Williamsburg, OH, 45176

www.highway32churchofchrist.com

Elders
Lowell Smith
Ron Smith
Marc Curfman

(513) 553-3703

Sunday Bible Class 10:00AM
Sunday Morning Assembly 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Assembly  6:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Lowell Smith
Song Leader: David Goble
Lord’s Table Jim Hutchings
Les Smith
Alan Springer
Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Keith Pennington
Sermon: Marc Curfman
Closing Prayer: David Turpin
PM Song Leader: Tom Mayes

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 44 42
Morn. Assembly 84 84
Sun Eve. 18 24
Wednesday 10 ok
Zoom Class 13 17
Contribution: $2555.00 $4583.00

We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Welcome to Highway 32
Church,

We are a group of Christians
worshipping God according to the
Teaching in the New Testament. May
we all worship our loving Father today
with sincere hearts, open and receptive
to His Spirit and His love.

June Teachers

Cradle Roll - Kacie Schunk
Pre-K-K - Lindsey Stith
15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

June Teacher
Kacie Schunk

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning
lesson.

June
| Building & Communion
Mayes Family

Zoom Meetings — Zoom meeting (IT
Kings) every Thursday 7pm. See
Sue for the link if you would like to
participate.

Announcements:

Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.
Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
Seaman, OH 45679

VBS will be July 28-30. 5:30-7:30pm. Ages 6 months to 6 grade. There will
be a meeting after services today for all those that would like to help with VBS.
Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.

There will be no Ladies Class for June, Sue will be in Romania. We will get
together for the month of July. (July 26" 9:30am in the lobby)

We want to welcome Guy Howells and Stephanie Carter to Highway 32. They
have decided to place their membership here.

June Anniversaries

6/3 Frank/Yvonne Glover
6/6 Alan/Debbie Springer
6/6 Keith/Linda Pennington
6/22 Joe/Sandra Sena

6/24 Carl/Donna Beard
6/25 Lowell/Karen Smith

June Birthdays

6/2 Brian Bukvic
6/4 Bruce Curfman
6/12 Felicia Claire

Continue to Remember:

Mark Book, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and

our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.
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“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
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(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
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who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
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people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Welcome to Highway 32
Church,

We are a group of Christians
worshipping God according to the
Teaching in the New Testament. May
we all worship our loving Father today
with sincere hearts, open and receptive
to His Spirit and His love.

June Teachers

Cradle Roll - Kacie Schunk
Pre-K-K - Lindsey Stith
15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

June Teacher
Kacie Schunk

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning
lesson.

June
| Building & Communion
Mayes Family

Zoom Meetings — Zoom meeting (IT
Kings) every Thursday 7pm. See
Sue for the link if you would like to
participate.

Announcements:

Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.
Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
Seaman, OH 45679

VBS will be July 28-30. 5:30-7:30pm. Ages 6 months to 6 grade. There will
be a meeting after services today for all those that would like to help with VBS.
Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.

There will be no Ladies Class for June, Sue will be in Romania. We will get
together for the month of July. (July 26" 9:30am in the lobby)

We want to welcome Guy Howells and Stephanie Carter to Highway 32. They
have decided to place their membership here.

June Anniversaries

6/3 Frank/Yvonne Glover
6/6 Alan/Debbie Springer
6/6 Keith/Linda Pennington
6/22 Joe/Sandra Sena

6/24 Carl/Donna Beard
6/25 Lowell/Karen Smith

June Birthdays

6/2 Brian Bukvic
6/4 Bruce Curfman
6/12 Felicia Claire

Continue to Remember:

Mark Book, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and

our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.
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together for the month of July. (July 26" 9:30am in the lobby)
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have decided to place their membership here.

June Anniversaries

6/3 Frank/Yvonne Glover
6/6 Alan/Debbie Springer
6/6 Keith/Linda Pennington
6/22 Joe/Sandra Sena

6/24 Carl/Donna Beard
6/25 Lowell/Karen Smith

June Birthdays

6/2 Brian Bukvic
6/4 Bruce Curfman
6/12 Felicia Claire

Continue to Remember:

Mark Book, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and

our church family.
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knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
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“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
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It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
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The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
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fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
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The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
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people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
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“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
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It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
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The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
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only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
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same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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be a meeting after services today for all those that would like to help with VBS.
Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
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there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
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are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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be a meeting after services today for all those that would like to help with VBS.
Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.

There will be no Ladies Class for June, Sue will be in Romania. We will get
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We want to welcome Guy Howells and Stephanie Carter to Highway 32. They
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
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there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
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The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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There will be no Ladies Class for June, Sue will be in Romania. We will get
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We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
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participate.

Announcements:

Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.
Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
Seaman, OH 45679

VBS will be July 28-30. 5:30-7:30pm. Ages 6 months to 6 grade. There will
be a meeting after services today for all those that would like to help with VBS.
Last year we averaged 45 a night. Flyers will be available to pass out.

There will be no Ladies Class for June, Sue will be in Romania. We will get
together for the month of July. (July 26" 9:30am in the lobby)

We want to welcome Guy Howells and Stephanie Carter to Highway 32. They
have decided to place their membership here.

June Anniversaries

6/3 Frank/Yvonne Glover
6/6 Alan/Debbie Springer
6/6 Keith/Linda Pennington
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6/24 Carl/Donna Beard
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Continue to Remember:

Mark Book, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and

our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”




HIGHWAY 32 MESSENGER

June 15, 2025

Highway 32 Church of Christ
1688 Tri-County Highway

P.O. Box 642

Williamsburg, OH, 45176

www.highway32churchofchrist.com

Elders
Lowell Smith
Ron Smith
Marc Curfman

(513) 553-3703
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Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Lowell Smith
Song Leader: David Goble
Lord’s Table Jim Hutchings
Les Smith
Alan Springer
Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Keith Pennington
Sermon: Marc Curfman
Closing Prayer: David Turpin
PM Song Leader: Tom Mayes

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 44 42
Morn. Assembly 84 84
Sun Eve. 18 24
Wednesday 10 ok
Zoom Class 13 17
Contribution: $2555.00 $4583.00

We are the Clay

I watched another short YouTube video the other day. Elephant verses Rhino. I
knew the outcome before it began. In fact, every animal of the jungle in the
grandstands watching knew how it would end. The elephant that seemed 5
times larger than that rhino, with those two huge tusks was going to teach the
rhino a lesson. But rhinos don’t seem all that intelligent. For some reason, he
thought he would win. Like I said, it was a short video. It was a short battle.
Fortunately for the rhino, the elephant was satisfied just in proving the point
(literally) and did not pursue it to the end.
Seeing the stupidity of that rhino, I thought about mankind, people. How often
do we also believe that we rule, that we decide and no one can challenge our
choices. We do it in all areas of life. We break God’s commandments thinking
there will be no consequences or reprisals. Then after destroying marriages,
after losing friends, after suffering devastation for our arrogance, we complain
to God or maybe just scream at the universe that life is unfair.
I hope that particular rhino learned his lesson that day. But with people, it
seems that there are so few that learn. Even more devastating is when people
who claim to be people of faith fail to learn. We believe that God exists, but we
fail to embrace the greatest attribute in God. God is love. We think life is about
winning, coming out on top, standing there with our foot on the neck of any
who oppose us, INCLUDING GOD. But God is love and our God calls us to be
people of love. Let me put it stronger: God demands that we love Him and love
one another. The greatest of all the commandments are these and do not forget,
they are commandments, not suggestions.
In Isaiah, the prophet spends a lot of time wrestling with the relationship
between the God of Israel and Israel. Why are God’s people suffering? The
same question can be asked today. How can it be that people come to Christ
only to continue with lives of hunger and thirst, lives of pain and emptiness? In
Isaiah 59 God tells us that he is able to forgive if we are willing to change.
“Behold, the LORD’S hand is not so short That it cannot save; Nor is His ear
so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you so
that He does not hear.” 1saiah 59:1-2.
Something has to change! It is not God who needs to accommodate our choices,
but we need purity and goodness, not iniquity and failure. So, in Isaiah 64 we
are called to surrender in a way unimaginable to most people, even believers.
We are to surrender like clay surrenders to the potter.
“But now, O LORD, You are our Father, We are the clay, and You our
potter; And all of us are the work of Your hand.” isish 64:3.
It is a call for absolute humility, servitude and surrender. In other words, don’t
be like that rhino. Know that God rules. Our hope is in total worship. Look up
that word in Hebrew or Greek. We bow down, mind, heart and soul. We are the
clay.
The beauty of this surrender is in the love of God. This loving God will mold us
and make us into that same love but only if we are the clay.
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