HIGHWAY 32 MESSENGER

May 18, 2025

Highway 32 Church of Christ
1688 Tri-County Highway

P.O. Box 642

Williamsburg, OH, 45176
www.highway32churchofchrist.com
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Elders
Lowell Smith
Ron Smith
Marc Curfman

(513) 553-3703

Sunday Bible Class 10:00AM
Sunday Morning Assembly 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Assembly  6:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Keith Pennington

Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Lord’s Table Alan Springer
Steve Wright

Bruce Curfman

Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Frank Glover
Sermon: David Turpin
Closing Prayer: Don Salisbury

PM Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 42 45
Morn. Assembly 71 78
Sun Eve. 16 22
Wednesday 11 47
Zoom Class 17 *ok
Contribution: $2428.00 $3393.00

No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.
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Welcome to Highway 32 Announcements:

Church, Update on Marc: Still making progress and doctor appt tomorrow to check the

We are a group of Christians progress.

worshipping God according to the
Teaching in the New Testament. May | Potluck Lunch after services. See you all there.

we all worship our loving Father today
with sincere hearts, open and receptive | Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.

to His Spirit and His love. Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
May Teachers Seaman, OH 45679
Cradle Roll - Kacie Schunk
Pre-K-K - Lindsey Stith The hiking trip has been rescheduled for June 7. Meet at the church at 9am.
15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

May Teacher
Sue Curfman

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning

lesson.
May May Anniversaries
Building & Communion May Birthdays 5/13 David/Sandy Turpin
\ Frank/Y vonne Glover 5/2 Daniel Beard 5/23 Brian/Linda Bukvic
5/5 Emma Boggs 5/6 Kyle Dingus 5/30 Ron/Myrna Smith
5/7 Kelsey Book 5/14 Isaac/Felicia Rice

5/8 Mondo Stith & Colin Humphries
5/9 Frederick Mayes

5/14 Natalie Gibbons

5/22 Kacie Schunk

5/31 Tanya Humphries

Zoom Meetings — Marc will start up
a zoom meeting Thursday 5/15.(11
Kings)

Continue to Remember: Mark Book, Monty Gillespie, Kim Wright, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and
our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

May Teacher
Sue Curfman

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning

lesson.
May May Anniversaries
Building & Communion May Birthdays 5/13 David/Sandy Turpin
\ Frank/Y vonne Glover 5/2 Daniel Beard 5/23 Brian/Linda Bukvic
5/5 Emma Boggs 5/6 Kyle Dingus 5/30 Ron/Myrna Smith
5/7 Kelsey Book 5/14 Isaac/Felicia Rice

5/8 Mondo Stith & Colin Humphries
5/9 Frederick Mayes

5/14 Natalie Gibbons

5/22 Kacie Schunk

5/31 Tanya Humphries

Zoom Meetings — Marc will start up
a zoom meeting Thursday 5/15.(11
Kings)

Continue to Remember: Mark Book, Monty Gillespie, Kim Wright, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and
our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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P.O. Box 642

Williamsburg, OH, 45176
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Elders
Lowell Smith
Ron Smith
Marc Curfman

(513) 553-3703

Sunday Bible Class 10:00AM
Sunday Morning Assembly 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Assembly  6:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Keith Pennington

Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Lord’s Table Alan Springer
Steve Wright

Bruce Curfman

Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Frank Glover
Sermon: David Turpin
Closing Prayer: Don Salisbury

PM Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 42 45
Morn. Assembly 71 78
Sun Eve. 16 22
Wednesday 11 47
Zoom Class 17 *ok
Contribution: $2428.00 $3393.00

No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.
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much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.
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loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
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Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
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my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
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Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
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loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
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rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
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Zoom Class 17 *ok
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No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.
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James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.

marc




Welcome to Highway 32 Announcements:

Church, Update on Marc: Still making progress and doctor appt tomorrow to check the

We are a group of Christians progress.

worshipping God according to the
Teaching in the New Testament. May | Potluck Lunch after services. See you all there.

we all worship our loving Father today
with sincere hearts, open and receptive | Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.

to His Spirit and His love. Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
May Teachers Seaman, OH 45679
Cradle Roll - Kacie Schunk
Pre-K-K - Lindsey Stith The hiking trip has been rescheduled for June 7. Meet at the church at 9am.
15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

May Teacher
Sue Curfman

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning

lesson.
May May Anniversaries
Building & Communion May Birthdays 5/13 David/Sandy Turpin
\ Frank/Y vonne Glover 5/2 Daniel Beard 5/23 Brian/Linda Bukvic
5/5 Emma Boggs 5/6 Kyle Dingus 5/30 Ron/Myrna Smith
5/7 Kelsey Book 5/14 Isaac/Felicia Rice

5/8 Mondo Stith & Colin Humphries
5/9 Frederick Mayes

5/14 Natalie Gibbons

5/22 Kacie Schunk

5/31 Tanya Humphries

Zoom Meetings — Marc will start up
a zoom meeting Thursday 5/15.(11
Kings)

Continue to Remember: Mark Book, Monty Gillespie, Kim Wright, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and
our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”




HIGHWAY 32 MESSENGER

May 18, 2025

Highway 32 Church of Christ
1688 Tri-County Highway

P.O. Box 642

Williamsburg, OH, 45176
www.highway32churchofchrist.com

P
_ >
N

Elders
Lowell Smith
Ron Smith
Marc Curfman

(513) 553-3703

Sunday Bible Class 10:00AM
Sunday Morning Assembly 11:00AM
Sunday Evening Assembly  6:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Keith Pennington

Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Lord’s Table Alan Springer
Steve Wright

Bruce Curfman

Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Frank Glover
Sermon: David Turpin
Closing Prayer: Don Salisbury

PM Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 42 45
Morn. Assembly 71 78
Sun Eve. 16 22
Wednesday 11 47
Zoom Class 17 *ok
Contribution: $2428.00 $3393.00

No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
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not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
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fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
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strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
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loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
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much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
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the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
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He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
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Zoom Class 17 *ok
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No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.
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wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
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Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
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worshipping God according to the
Teaching in the New Testament. May | Potluck Lunch after services. See you all there.

we all worship our loving Father today
with sincere hearts, open and receptive | Myna Smith is in rehab recovering from her fall.

to His Spirit and His love. Her address: Monarch Meadows
299 Commerce Dr.
May Teachers Seaman, OH 45679
Cradle Roll - Kacie Schunk
Pre-K-K - Lindsey Stith The hiking trip has been rescheduled for June 7. Meet at the church at 9am.
15%-6th - Penny Goble

Sunday Morning Adult classes:
Tom Mayes

Wed. Eve. 7:00 pm — Don Salisbury

May Teacher
Sue Curfman

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour
during the song before the morning

lesson.
May May Anniversaries
Building & Communion May Birthdays 5/13 David/Sandy Turpin
\ Frank/Y vonne Glover 5/2 Daniel Beard 5/23 Brian/Linda Bukvic
5/5 Emma Boggs 5/6 Kyle Dingus 5/30 Ron/Myrna Smith
5/7 Kelsey Book 5/14 Isaac/Felicia Rice

5/8 Mondo Stith & Colin Humphries
5/9 Frederick Mayes

5/14 Natalie Gibbons

5/22 Kacie Schunk

5/31 Tanya Humphries

Zoom Meetings — Marc will start up
a zoom meeting Thursday 5/15.(11
Kings)

Continue to Remember: Mark Book, Monty Gillespie, Kim Wright, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Ruth Barnes, Paul Sena and
our church family.

“The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.”
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(513) 553-3703

Sunday Bible Class 10:00AM
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Sunday Evening Assembly  6:00PM
Wednesday Bible Study 7:00PM

Privileged to Serve

Announcements: Keith Pennington

Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Lord’s Table Alan Springer
Steve Wright

Bruce Curfman

Griffin Stith
Opening Prayer: Frank Glover
Sermon: David Turpin
Closing Prayer: Don Salisbury

PM Song Leader: Lowell Smith

Attendance

Last Week

Week Before
Sun. Bible 42 45
Morn. Assembly 71 78
Sun Eve. 16 22
Wednesday 11 47
Zoom Class 17 *ok
Contribution: $2428.00 $3393.00

No Navel Gazers Allowed

Surely you have heard of the legend of Narcissus. The boy loved himself so
much that he spent all of his time gazing at his own reflection in a pond until he
fell in and drowned. Today the greatest threat to my own life is narcissism,
placing my own importance above all else. The destruction is seen everywhere.
It affects marriages, job performance, even your poor finances. We see this
narcissistic effect in conversations even among God’s people. How often do we
approach others on the basis of what we want or what we believe or think?
James tells us: “What is the source of quarrels and conflicts among you? Is
not the source your pleasures that wage war in your members? *You lust and
do not have; so you commit murder. You are envious and cannot obtain; so
you fight and quarrel. You do not have because you do not ask.” james 4:1-2.
In other words, complete Narcissist. Or as a friend of mine describes the
problem: Navel Gazers, only focused on self. When my ego, my point of view,
my feelings are paramount in even a casual conversation, then I don’t bless. I
am the source of the problem and what should be a blessed moment of
fellowship becomes an argument and conflict, even in God’s house.
Church tradition relates how in his old age, the Apostle John barely had the
strength to gather with the brothers. Younger men would help him gather with
the saints. And John had one message he repeated again and again: Children,
love one another. John wrote three short letters to the brothers. In 1 John he
writes: “We love, because He first loved us!” 1 jonn 4:19. A beautiful sentiment.
But I do think we need to dig beneath the surface of these words to truly
understand. You see, when John wrote this, it was a reflection of personal
experience. For three years he saw the love of Christ to the point that when he
wrote his own gospel, he referred to himself as “the disciple whom Jesus
loved.” That was not narcissism or “navel gazing.” That was staring into the
love of Christ. So in his old age, he gathers the hearts of the church with these
words: “We love, because He first loved us!”
When we gather, we remember the love of Christ. We reflect on the healings of
the unworthy, the value given to the failed lives, the compassion for the
rebellious, the patience for the ignorant and stubborn. And “We love, because
He first loved us.” We remember Jesus on those hot days, also on those
celebrations, the long nights, and those sufferings. “We love because He first
loved us!”
So when we greet one another, we love one another. It is such a small request to
be patient, to be kind, to listen more than we speak, to bless rather than to seek
one’s own. The key is your focus. Don’t focus on self. God gave you two eyes
both physically and spiritually. With one eye, focus on the love of Christ given
to you, and with that other eye, focus on your love for those in your presence.
Remember, it was Abel who chose sacrifice of what was in his grasp in order to
honor God. It was Cain who was the navel gazer.

marc
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