
 

 

 

“To him who overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give 

him a white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he 

who receives it.’” Rev. 2:17 

 

If you are like me, you don’t always like everything about yourself. You notice the 

flaws, you know your failures and want nothing better than a new start, a “do over” 

for life that could erase the past. Christianity calls that forgiveness and hope. But 

without change, is it really possible to have that new start? Jesus tells us to be born 

again of the water and the spirit. It comes both from the outside and inner choice of 

the soul. Peter said to repent and be baptized. To get God’s blessing starts with my 

choice for change through faith. Theologically, I hope we already understand this. 

But in the recesses of the soul, we still have that empty longing for “a new name.”  

Some people want to move to a new place where no one knows their past. Others 

seem to choose a physical “camouflage” to hide the inner turmoil. Maybe a new hair 

style or make up. Maybe different clothes. You can wear the clothes of a cowboy but 

have never ridden a horse. Tattoos, a new car, or maybe even an expensive cellphone 

give the promise of hiding what is so that you can pretend to be what you are not. 

Wouldn’t it be nice just to get a new name and the past identity would be buried, and 

you could start all over again? Even the IRS wouldn’t be able to track you down with 

a new name! The problem is not the externals but the internals. Because with new 

clothes, you are still you. That tattoo might reveal the internal struggle more than 

mask it. A new address has the flaw of the old self who moves to that new town or 

neighborhood. And a new name that has not changed the heart is a deceptive lie 

whose pain will soon be revealed as your life is still what it was. 

But I do like the idea of a new name. Many characters in Scripture seem to be known 

more by their nickname than their family given name. Barnabas is a prime example. 

The boy’s name was actually Joseph but because of his spirit of help, support, love 

and encouragement, he was known as Barnabas: son of encouragement. You see, it 

wasn’t the new name that gave him a new soul but the choice of his heart that 

demanded a new name. In other words, if I want a new name, I must first have that 

new heart. Scripture calls that repentance, change through faith and grace.  

In Revelation 2, Jesus has a message for them and for me:  “To him who 

overcomes, to him I will give some of the hidden manna, and I will give him a 

white stone, and a new name written on the stone which no one knows but he 

who receives it.’” Rev. 2:17 

The new name is not a magic potion that changes your past but a firm choice to 

“overcome” that transforms the soul and character and even one’s reputation. The 

new choice to not be what has failed in the past is the path to that new name. You 

choose to overcome. God rewards you by wiping away what was and by grace giving 

you what is precious. So, instead of you changing your name and hoping for the best, 

choose to change for God and let God take care of the rest.     

        marc 
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Highway 32 Church of Christ 
1688 Tri-County Highway 

P.O. Box 642 

Williamsburg, OH, 45176 

www.highway32churchofchrist.com 

HIGHWAY 32 MESSENGER  

 

Elders  

Lowell Smith 

Ron Smith 

Marc Curfman 

(513) 553-3703 

 
  Sunday Bible Class                10:00AM                                                                                   

  Sunday Morning Assembly    11:00AM                        

  Sunday Evening Assembly      6:00PM     

  Wednesday Bible Study           7:00PM       

              

  Privileged to Serve 

 

  Announcements:           Lowell Smith 

 

  Song Leader:                 Tom Mayes 

 

  Lord’s Table.                Frank Glover 

Griffin Stith 

Rich Book 

Les Smith 

 

  Opening Prayer:            Ron Smith 

 

  Sermon:              Nathan Greene 

  

  Closing Prayer:            Alan Springer   

 

  PM Song Leader:         no pm service 

 

 

    

  Attendance 

       Last          Week 

       Week       Before 

  Sun. Bible         42             42 

  Morn. Assembly        79            84          

  Sun Eve.         25             23 

 

  Wednesday                12            12 

          

  Zoom Class         **            19 

 

  Contribution:        $3131.00     $2554.00 
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      Continue to Remember:    Mark Book, Karen Smith, Carol Basham, Bob/Mary Parker, Lynn Prickett, Emma Posey and 
    our church family.  
 

               “The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to Highway 32 

Church,  

We are a group of Christians 

worshipping God according to the 

Teaching in the New Testament.  May 

we all worship our loving Father today 

with sincere hearts, open and receptive 

to His Spirit and His love.           

 

 November Teachers 

Cradle Roll        -    Yvonne Glover 

Pre-K-K             -    Kacie Schunk 

2nd-6th               -    Sue Curfman 

     

                                              

Sunday Morning Adult classes:                  

      Alan Springer 

                               

              

Wed. Eve.   7:00 pm – Don Salisbury 

                    

                                       

                     

       November Teacher 

                 Debbie Colonel 

            

Note: Children will go to Bible Hour 

during the song before the morning 

lesson.   

       

 

     
      
 

 Zoom Meetings –  Zoom meeting (I 

Corinthians) every Thursday 7pm.  

See Sue for the link if you would like 

to participate.  
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               November 

  Building & Communion 

  Steve/Donna/Kelli Wright 

  

    

Announcements:   

 

Potluck Luncheon Today – Plan on staying after services.  No pm service 

today. 

 

We will have Thanksgiving Dinner at the Building on Thursday the 27th at 

1:00pm. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board if you would like to 

attend.  See Sue for side dishes if you would like to bring something.  

 

Connie Daniel is in Bethesda North with a bad infection in her leg. 

 

Felica Rice fell and broke her leg in two places she is having surgery this 

morning at Bethesda North. 

 

Volunteers needed for cleaning of the building in December.  Helen Weiss is 

scheduled but we need at least two more to help her in the month of December. 

See Sue or sign up on Cleaning list on bulletin board.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

           

 
 
 

October Anniversaries 
10/31  George/Leann Smith 
 
November Birthdays     
11/3 Debbie Springer 11/27    Madison Daniel 
11/15 Griffin Stith 
11/19 Jeremy Schunk  
11/21 Rich Book  
11/22 Sandra Sena  
11/24 Joyce Warman 

 

 
 

 


